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Hillview United Methodist Church
To live the teachings of Jesus as we share God’s unconditional love

APRIL 2018

Easter Sunday, April 1
7:15 a.m. Sunrise Service, followed by muffins and coffee
8:30 a.m. Praise Service
9:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt, open to all children from
toddler to fifth grade
10:30 a.m. Traditional Easter Worship

9:00 a.m. to noon
April 22, 2018

April 1: Easter Services at
7:15, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30
April 12: Lunch Bunch goes
to Casa Mexico
Boise Straight Ahead
concert at Hillview
April 15: Youth Sunday
April 22: Camp Scholarship
Breakfast
April 29: One Worship
Service followed by Panel
Discussion

March Stewardship
Challenges
Choose to do one or all!
*Make a special Easter gift
to Hillview (April 1).
*Bring a friend to church on
Camp Scholarship Breakfast
Sunday and treat them to
breakfast.
*Offer to take Communion
to a homebound person.
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Offerings ~
We know that our denomination, like so many others,
is divided around human sexuality. It is not divided
around an “issue.” People who are LGBT are not
“issues.” They are not more inclined, nor less inclined
to sin than anyone else. If God values us or rejects us
because of our sexuality, I believe that is not a God,
but a god. God calls us to love everyone and to judge
no one. Ideally there would be no need for
Reconciling congregations, since we are to love as
God loves. But we also know that we do not live in
an “ideal” world.

Another opportunity will be on Saturday, June 16,
during Annual Conference. This year our Annual
Conference will be in Boise during Pride Week. All
the participants have been invited and encouraged
to walk with our congregation in the Pride Parade!
They will bring their church banners and show that
the United Methodists in Oregon and Idaho love all
God’s children. Please put this on your calendar
and plan to walk with our bishop and district
superintendents, and United Methodists from
throughout our Conference.

We will have opportunities this spring and summer to
be witnesses to God’s love. This Sunday, on Easter,
Debbie Mallis will take pictures of our congregation
to include in a congratulations card for Portland First
United Methodist Church. They will celebrate their
25th year of being a Reconciling congregation on
April 15. Please sign the card in the Gathering Area.

Our mission at Hillview United Methodist Church
is to live the teachings of Jesus as we share God’s
unconditional love. Together, let’s live that mission!
Shalom,
~Brenda

On April 28 at Nampa First United Methodist
Church, from 1:00 to 5:00, our bishop has invited all
United Methodists in the Treasure Valley to engage in
Table Talks. The topic will be human sexuality and
will help prepare us for the special General
Conference in February 2019. As the only
Reconciling congregation in Idaho, it is important for
us to attend!
Another opportunity will be on April 29, following
our one 10 a.m. service that day (it is a fifth Sunday).
We will have a finger food lunch, and then a panel
discussion from 11:15 to 12:30. The panel will be
people who are transgender and family members. The
suicide rate in the transgender community is over
40 percent! We will be able to ask questions and
discover how to provide support. I spoke with a
transgender woman last month at the Cathedral of
the Rockies. I told her about our congregation, and
how we stopped supporting a longtime ministry
because of the way they treated a transgender church
member. She cried and said that she wished she had
been supported with so much love.

Save the Date
Please join us for the wedding of Nichole Pittz and
Buddy Stephens on July 28, 2018, at 1:00 p.m. at
Hillview UMC.
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Finance
Together, We Do More!
In church on March 18, we shared that Africa is one of seven world regions the United Methodist Church
focuses on with outreach. We told of two missionaries serving in the Democratic Republic of the Congo with
“Wings of Caring.” The mission provides air transportation support for this region that has very few paved roads
in an area three times the size of Texas.
Now we are traveling to the west coast of Africa and visiting Liberia. Here at
Ganta, you will find Dr. Albert G. Willicor, a missionary with the Board of
Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. He is Chief Medical Officer
of the Ganta United Methodist Hospital. This mission provides quality and
affordable healthcare in the rural north to a
Ganta United
population of 450, 000.
Methodist Hospital

Dr. Willicor is native to Liberia. He and his wife
Angeline (a nurse at Ganta Hospital) are parents to
three daughters and a son.
Thank you for being in Africa and for your giving
that helps support our missionaries. Thanks for
being a light of hope. We are the church at work!
(Editorial note: Jo-Ann Kachigian of Hillview was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Ganta
and attended the Methodist mission church.)

Thank you!
We were $ 64 ahead on 2/28.

THE CONNECTOR

The Purpose of UMW
United Methodist Women
shall be a community of
women whose purpose is
to know God and to
experience freedom as
whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission
through participation in
the global ministries of
the church.
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Hillview United Methodist
Women’s Circles (Subunits)

UMW
Happenings
United Methodist Every Member Event
This all district event will be held on
Saturday, April 14, at Boise First United
Methodist Church (The Cathedral of the
Rockies). Registration forms and more
information can be found on the UMW
bulletin board.

Hillview United Methodist Women offers five
circles to provide fellowship, spiritual growth,
and expand our understanding of mission. All
ladies are invited to visit and participate in
these groups.
Lydia Circle: Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
of each month in the Hillview library from
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Contact Judy Halverson
at 208-327-0541.
Morning Book Club: Meets the 2nd Monday
at 9:30 a.m. at Barnes & Noble. A book to
read and discuss is chosen each month.
Contact Kristen Guyon at 208-322-5090.

United Methodist Spring Luncheon

Saturday, May 5th is the date of our annual, Spring
Potluck Luncheon. All women and their daughters
and grand–daughters are invited to attend this fun
event. Bring your favorite salad and share fellowship
and a wonderful program “How Does Your Garden Grow?—With
Less Water!” This program will focus on ways we can be good
stewards of our earth by conserving the water we need for our
yards and gardens..

Evening Book Club: Meets the 2nd Monday
of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the church
kitchen. Contact Darlene Smith at 208-3765977 or Michelle Ward at 208-322-0286.
Fellowship Circle: Meets the 2nd Thursday
of each month at 7 p.m. in members’ homes.
There is a variety of programs. Contact Betsy
Baughman at 208-340-2830.
Friends of Phoebe: Study group for women
ages 18 to 99 meets once a month at the
Youth House. Contact Jenn Knecht at
208-863-1926. Meeting dates: April 21, May 19,
and June 16

HILLVIEW UMW BOOK REPORT
The 2018 books from the Reading Program have
arrived and Karen Kron is processing them. We have
purchased one from each category but did not receive
50 Women Every Christian Should Know, by
Michelle DeRusha. This book sounded like an
interesting, thoughtful book for a group or book
study. Adventure of Ascent, Field Notes from a
Lifelong Journey, by Luci Shaw, is our Spiritual
Growth selection. For most of us, growing older is a
reality we try to put off, but then we realize—
shockingly—that it happens anyway. We immediately

look around to see how others on the path just ahead of
us are dealing with it. Here is the intrepid Luci Shaw,
taking you on a virtual hike with steps more deliberate
and slow but also with surprising vistas that fill us with
gratitude. In this book, Shaw serves as a fearless and
eloquent scout.
As she traverses new territory, she records her
experiences lovingly, honestly, sorrowfully and joyfully.
Here’s what it’s like, and here’s what to be ready for.
These field notes will inform your own journey, no
matter what your age.
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April Youth News
April will be a busy month as we prepare for
leading our congregation in worship CAMP
STYLE! The youth will do their best to address the
goals of camp, which include:







A greater awareness of God's love
An appreciation of sanctuary in God's creation
Renewal and regeneration
Friendships and connections
Great memories
A deepened faith

April Calendar
(Hold on to your hats—it’s a busy one!)
1st

EASTER SUNDAY (No Youth Group)

8th

11:30-1:30 At the Youth House. Final
Youth Sunday prep

14th 3:00-5:00 In the Sanctuary to run through
YOUTH Sunday worship!
15th YOUTH Sunday! Be at the church at
8 a.m. (I’ll have doughnuts/muffins!)
We’ll be leading worship for both services.
Even if you don’t want to be involved in
the service, come and sit with us to show
your support.
NO YOUTH GROUP (If you need to
ask why, Claire will probably give you a
bitterly sarcastic remark.)

22nd 11:30-1:00* At the Youth house. Just your
ordinary Youth Group meeting. Pizza,
games and a message. *Youth council from
1:00-1:30. Bring your May ideas!
25th GO PRO at BSU. Cathedral of the Rockies
is hosting an opportunity to meet the BSU
football team, run drills with them on the
blue turf and hear about their relationships
with Jesus. Meet at the Youth house at 5:30
to travel to BSU. We’ll return about 8:45.
YOU MUST RSVP by 4/22! *Adult
drivers needed*
29th 11:30-1:30. At the Youth House. Board
game fun!

United Methodist Women Snake River District
Every Member Enrichment Event
“Let Our Light Shine on Marginalized Women”
Saturday, April 14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Boise First United Methodist Church
Local Guest Speaker: Bea Black, director of the Boise Women and Children’s Alliance, will speak to us
about how her agency helps change the lives of women who are survivors of domestic violence.
National Stories: We will hear stories of persons who have overcome years of marginalization:
Elouise Cobell was able to bring new hope to the indigenous Blackfeet Indians.
Eula Hall, uneducated, abused Appalachian woman, created a community health center.
Charlie Bower, an Alaska Native man, helped others find the value of their culture.
Mission Project: Bring full-size personal products such as shampoo, conditioner, lotion, toothpaste,
toothbrush, comb, brush, etc. to be given to the Women and Children’s Alliance.
Register: Sign up by April 7. See the Hillview United Methodist Women’s bulletin board.

Vacation Bible School

Meet the Artist, Christopher Angell
Christopher Angell is our featured artist for April
through June. He has been creating art since the
age of three. He enjoys creating in a variety of
media. Christopher’s acrylic paintings are
inspired by the scenic beauty of outdoor Idaho.
He completed an interdisciplinary Bachelor of
Arts degree for his self-directed Art and English
studies at the University of Idaho. Christopher is
the 30-year-old son of David and Cece Angell.
Please contact David, Cece, or Christopher
(angell.christopher23@gmail.com), if you are
interested in purchasing his work.

We have the dates—June 25 to 29! We have the theme—
Rolling River Rampage—Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with
God! Now we need you!
We will need a few more volunteers to help during the
week of VBS.

Table Talks: Finding a Way Forward Together
April 28 at Nampa First UMC, 1-5 p.m.
Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky is inviting United Methodists in
the Alaska, Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest
Conferences to participate in Table Talk conversations on
human sexuality, the upcoming report of the Commission
on a Way Forward, and special called session of the General
Conference in February 2019. The conversations will be held
in various settings across the Greater Northwest Area.
What to Expect at Table Talks
The Table Talk design allows for a safe place for
conversations about topics that may be difficult or divisive.
According to Dr. Marcia McFee, noted worship designer and
leader, “Surrounding the conversations in worship is a way
to ground ourselves in the story of our faith and our own
hearts.”

Before entering discussion, participants will be invited to
commit to a simple covenant. In short, the covenant asks
them to: (1) Stay Curious, (2) Be Kind, and to (3) Listen
with the same amount of passion with which they want to
be heard. While it is intended that all Table Talks provide
a place to grow in understanding, each conversation will
take on a certain character of its own. It is intended that
they take place in districts, church clusters, ethnic
caucuses, and within other groups and existing networks.
Some Table Talks may include 40-50 persons while others
may be relatively small in number. The questions and
beliefs of participants will inevitably shape the
conversation to some degree as well.
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Trustees
Extra Mile Giving

Spring Workday

The Trustees would like to thank the
congregation for its extra mile giving toward the
parking lot repairs and restriping and the first
phase of the asphalt roofing replacement for the
Hansen Wing and offices.

The Trustees would like to thank those who
participated in the Spring Workday on Saturday,
March 24.

Some of the parking lot repairs will be done this
spring, and the timing for the asphalt roofing
replacement will be evaluated annually.
Please continue this extra mile giving as you are
able.

LETTER CARRIER FOOD DRIVE
Stamp Out Hunger
Saturday, May 12
Cole Post Office Station
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
1:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
We would like to have our Hillview people work together on this shift, and we need at least 15 volunteers!
This will be Hillview’s 26th year of volunteering to help stamp out hunger in Idaho! Volunteers are needed to
put food into large totes for the Idaho Foodbank, so standing is required. The location is behind the Cole Post
Office Station, off Ustick Rd. and Cole Rd. A sign-up sheet is on the table in the Gathering Area. Contact
Judy Halverson at 208-327-0541 or judybhalverson@gmail.com for more information.
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What Does It Mean to Be Transgender?
Do you have questions about transgender people but don’t know who to ask? You
will have the opportunity to learn the answers to your questions at Hillview this
month. On Sunday, April 29, we will have one service at 10 a.m. After the service
at 11:15 a.m. we will gather in Ballantyne Hall for lunch and a panel discussion at
11:30 a.m. People from the Boise community will be present to tell us about their
lives and experiences. Please put this event on your calendar and plan to be there!

Hillview United Methodist Women—
Household Items and Volunteers Are Needed to Assist Refugee Families

The Agency for New Americans is assisting three
refugee families from Malawi who have been in
Boise about a month. They have recently moved
into their new homes. Our Hillview United
Methodist Women’s 2017 Local Mission is to help
relocate refugee families. Please look at the needs
listed below; if you can help out, contact Judy
Halverson, 208-327-0541 home, 208-859-2049 cell,
or email her at judybhalverson@gmail.com.
Household Items—New or in good quality
condition:
2 microwaves
Coffee table
Dining table/chairs
2 dressers
Laundry detergent
Baby crib

Transportation—Drivers Needed!
We need help transporting refugee family members
to a multitude of appointments within their first
months after arrival. This includes appointments at
the Agency for New Americans, Social Security,
apartments, the English Language Center, and
doctor appointments. The agency almost never
schedules drivers for evenings or weekends.
There is a required orientation for new
volunteers: first Friday of the month at 10 a.m., at
Agency for New Americans; or the third Tuesday of
the month at 6 p.m. at St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church.
Contact Judy Halverson, 208-327-0541, or
judybhalverson@gmail.com if you can volunteer!
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NEW GROUP EXPERIENCE COMING IN APRIL
"THE WAY OF FORGIVENESS"
This 9-week study will be on Thursdays, either 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
or 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m., April 12 through June 7.
Forgiveness of ourselves, others, even God, is not an easy process. However, it is part of our call as faithful
followers of Jesus in the imperfect world in which we live. We will discuss such topics as “Living in God's
Blessing,” “Releasing Shame and Guilt,” “Facing and Transforming Our Anger,” “Receiving God's
Forgiveness,” “Forgiving Others,” etc. We will engage in discussion, listening, and various spiritual practices
to help us connect with God’s love and healing.
Each group becomes its own, so it is closed after the first session.
For the best experience, each group must have a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 12 participants.
To register, please see or call Janine Watkins at 208-336-1991 so that participant materials
can be ordered.

Adult Sunday School
Jesus & Java: Discussion group. Come
discuss the news of the day in a Christian
context. Now meeting in Room 10.
Journey Through the Bible: It is never
too late to join in the journey. Meets in the
church library (Room 9).

Lunch Bunch
Come join us on the second Thursday of the month
for good conversation and food.
This month we will meet on April 12 at Casa Mexico
(10332 Fairview Ave., near Five Mile Rd) at 11:30 a.m.
Please sign up in the Gathering Area or call the church
office at 375-0392.

Wednesdays@Hillview
Dinner and Fellowship at 5:30 p.m.
Classes at 6 p.m.
Bible Study: The Gospel of John
Pastor Brenda’s study is always open to anyone
who wants to attend.

Community Meal
Mark your calendar for April 25, the date for our
April Community Meal. The main entrée will be
Meat Loaf. All are welcome! If you would like to
help with the meal, we need large salads, vegetable
side dishes, and desserts and WORKERS.
To help with the meal, see the sign-up sheet in the
Gathering Area.
If you have any questions, please contact Marilesta
Nelson at 208-375-5116.
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Faith in Action
Milk and Cereal for
Corpus Christi
THANK YOU
In July 2016 a call went out to the
congregation to donate milk and
cereal to those who use Corpus
Christi House for assistance during
the day. The church committed to
donating 10 gallons of milk and
4 large bags of cereal every week to
provide breakfast for these
individuals. Since that time, many of
you have brought milk and cereal to
meet the need. Some commit to
bringing it every week, others once a
month, and some bring as they are
able.

As a congregation, we have
contributed approximately 700
gallons of milk and approximately
250 bags of cereal. On most
Mondays, when Hillview’s “milk
man,” Ken Miller, arrives, there is no
milk available for breakfast and very
little cereal. The kitchen manager
has often commented how much the
milk and cereal is appreciated by
Corpus Christi. The individuals who
utilize the services also have
expressed their thanks to Ken and
willingly help carry the supplies into
the kitchen.
We may think, “What difference am
I making with just one gallon of milk
and a bag of cereal?” Together WE

are making a difference, each
week, with each gallon of milk,
each bag of cereal. Together,
WE can make a difference for
one person, then another person
and so on.
Keep up the good work. Thanks
so much to each and every one
of you! There’s a sign-up sheet
on the table in the Gathering
Area. If you forget to sign up
but still want to donate milk
and/or cereal, your donation is
happily received.
—Faith in Action Team

Let’s Recycle!
Are there

any electronic, digital, or other electronic
devices in your or your family’s future this holiday
season or beyond? Looking for a safe place to dispose of
your old mobile phones, TVs, computers, and other
“e-devices” cluttering your closets, garages, or elsewhere
in your home? Please DON’T throw them into the trash!
These discarded items, known as “e-waste,” can be toxic
when dumped in our landfills. DO recycle your e-waste!
Hillview’s Faith in Action team is creating a new way for
all of us to keep any toxic e-waste out of the landfill and
recycle it instead.
You’ll find an “e-waste” recycling bin next to the
Corpus Christi bin in the Gathering Area. Because of
the kinds of electronics that often become surplus after
Christmas, our first round of e-waste recycling will focus
on such items as laptop computers, mobile phones, and
other personal electronic devices. But we can also ensure
larger items will be safely recycled—and that any
personal information on any devices will be wiped clean.
Depending on demand, we’ll take all of these devices
but also other waste each quarter, as Hillview’s e-waste
recycling program grows.

Your FIA team visited Recycle Boise (4725 N.
Glenwood in Garden City (208-871-9432 and
www.recycleboise.com) and was pleased to learn about
the kinds of items that can be recycled. Examples
include batteries, cable boxes, cell phones, circuit
boards, computer boards and towers, hard drives,
laptops, flat-monitor (LCD) screens, telephone
equipment, and all things metal or electronic. Recycle
Boise, which serves churches, home consumers,
businesses, schools, hospitals, and others, is also an
“E-Stewards” (www.e-stewards.org) certified recycler.
Join us in keeping bad stuff out of our landfill!
Hillview already “rocks” in recycling our trash and
other waste, so here’s a chance to take it to another
level while cleaning out your garage or basement.
To recycle larger items such as TV sets, appliances,
vehicles, and almost anything else that contains metals,
or for information on how to safely dispose of toxic
waste such as paints, other chemicals, or light bulbs,
contact Ken Miller at 208-322-2609 or at
kenmiller@cableone.net.
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April 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

7:15 Sunrise
Service

Church Office
Closed

9:30 Lydia Circle
11:00 Sermon
Study
2:00 Civil Civics
Discussion
7:00 Young Adults

Wednesdays@
Hillview
5:30 Meal
6:00 Bible Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

7:00 Praise Band

4:00 African Choir
Practice
6:00 Micronesians

8:00-4:00 African
Church
6:00 Movie Night
6:00 Micronesians

8:30 Praise
4:00 African Choir
Service
9:30 Easter Egg Practice
7:00 Church of
Hunt,
10:30 Traditional

7:30 p.m. Church of
God

God

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

8:30 Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:30 Youth Group
11:45 FIA
1:00 African Church

9:30 Morning
Book Group
(Barnes & Noble)
10:00 Art Group
4:00 African Choir
Practice
6:00 VBS Meeting
6:30 Evening Book
Group

10:30 Lady
Veterans
Luncheon
11:00 Sermon
Study
2:00 Civil Civics
Discussion
7:00 Young Adults

Wednesdays@
Hillview
5:30 Meal
6:00 Bible Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

11:30 Lunch Bunch at
Casa Mexico
Restaurant
6:00 Boise Straight
Ahead Concert
6:30 Hillview
Preschool Sock Hop
7:00 Fellowship Circle
in Library

4:00 African Choir
Practice
7:30 p.m. Church of
God

8:00-2:00 African
Church
8:00 Men’s b-fast,
The Original Pancake
House
6:30 p.m. Pinochle

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

8:30 Worship
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
11:30 Youth Group
1:00 African Church

10:00 Art Group
4:00 African Choir
Practice
7:00 SPRC
7:00 Trustees

9:30 Lydia Circle
11:00 Sermon
Study
2:00 Civil Civics
Discussion
7:00 Young Adults

Wednesdays@
Hillview
5:30 Meal
6:00 Bible Study
6:00 Bell Choir
7:15 Choir

10:30 Caregivers
Support Group
7:00 Praise Band

4:00 African Choir
Practice
7:30 p.m. Church of
God

8:00-2:00 African
Church
10:00 Phoebe Circle
(Youth House)
10:00 Whitney Sack
Lunch Program

228:30 Worship 23

24

25

26

27

28

9:00 Camp
Scholarship
Breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

10:00 Art Group
4:00 African Choir
Practice
6:00 Church
Council
7:00 Church of

11:00 Sermon
Study
2:00 Civil Civics
Discussion
7:00 Young Adults

6:00 Community
Meal
6:00 Bell Choir
6:00 HK
7:15 Choir

7:00 Praise Band

4:00 African Choir
Practice
7:30 p.m. Church of
God

8:00-4:00 African
Church

29

30

10:00 Worship
Potluck following
Service
Panel Discussion
11:30 Youth Group
1:00 African Church
2:00 Micronesians

4:00 African Choir
Practice
7:00 Church of
God

Please remember to call the church office with any scheduling requests or changes. Just because a day may look
available on the calendar, it does not mean that it is. This is our church calendar. We have not included Boy Scout
activities, preschool, outside groups, Fit and Fallproof, and other activities. Please be considerate and flexible with
room use.

Hillview United Methodist Church Staff
Pastor
Brenda Sene
bsene@msn.com
Family Ministry Director
Alison Lehrman
Administrative Assistant
Claudia Flora
claudia.flora@hillviewmethodist.org
Choir Director
Duane Conitz
Praise Band Director
Lani Nelson
Youth Director
Claire Chambers
cilongpre@yahoo.com
Custodian
Mariya Gavrilutsa
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., Monday-Thursday
9:00 a.m.-noon, Friday
We are a Reconciling
Congregation, welcoming all
persons into full participation
in the life of the congregation
regardless of age, sexual
orientation, gender identity,
family configuration, racial or
ethnic background, economic
status, or mental or physical
abilities. As we journey to the
reconciliation of all persons
as children of God, we
celebrate our human family’s
diversity.

Nursery Director
Peggy Sheldon
Hillview United Methodist Church
8525 W. Ustick Road
Boise, Idaho 83704
208-375-0392
www.hillviewmethodist.org
churchoffice@hillviewmethodist.org

The Idaho Interfaith Roundtable Against Hunger Holds Its Spring
Gathering on May 10.
Thursday, May 10, 2018
BSU Student Union
The focus will be on the role of transportation in the food systems and its
impact on food security in Idaho.

